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Dear parents

We hope that you all had a lovely Summer break and would like to say a special welcome to all our new parents and children.
Curriculum
The theme this term is ‘Toys.’  Please see notices for details.  We are always interested in finding out what your children enjoy most, are interested in and want to know more about, so that we can plan to meet their needs and, as always, we welcome ideas from parents too.  
Update on changes

We are no longer permitted to use the small hall at any time, unless prior notice is given to the scouts.  This includes the beginning and end sessions, when parents were able to use the extra space to get the children’s shoes and coats on and to avoid congestion in the hallway.  

Therefore, we have reviewed our entry and exit procedures, bearing in mind that:
· Parents may need to speak confidentially to the supervisor at the information desk.

· Congestion at the entrance, that would impact on the children’s safety, needs to be avoided.

· Parents need to access notices and information.

The information desk will now be located at the far end of the large hall.  If you need or are asked to approach the desk, we will encourage your child to wait in the end circle until you are finished and wait for the member of staff manning the door to call his/her name.  Please do not encourage your child to come to you before he/she is called.  The ‘express checkout’ tray,   where payments in clearly marked envelopes and reply slips can be left, will be located inside the large hall entrance.  Prompt return of forms and payments will also help to avoid congestion.  Unless the weather conditions are particularly bad, please wait outside at the beginning and end of each session.  Contents of the folders will be handed to you when you collect your child – you may wish to bring a carrier bag encase the contents are large!  The boxes and coat rail will remain in the hall, but we will continue to monitor this and, in fine weather, put them outside to provide more space.  Extra vigilance in securing the gate needs to be taken.  Notices will be displayed on our new screen in the hallway.  It is not possible to find space in the hallway for all information, but please feel free to ask if you would like to view anything that is not readily available.  
We appreciate your understanding and cooperation in this matter and are always keen to review our procedures from a parental perspective, so please keep us updated and give us your ideas.  
Weight watchers has moved to St Mary’s Church hall (previously using the small hall on Wednes mornings).

Accreditation

We are now underway to renew our accredited status and have begun the revised ‘Reflecting on Quality’ scheme.  The new scheme supports our practice on delivering an Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum that helps children achieve the best possible outcomes.  We will be taking a critical look at the various aspects of our practice and focus on areas for improvement.  We believe that feedback and input from parents and children will be key to raising standards through this scheme.  Very shortly, we will be asking you to complete questionnaires, but please remember that your feedback and comments are important to us at any time – with or without a form.    
Committee

New members are very welcome.  Date of next meeting tbc.

Swine flu

There have been no confirmed case at MM, but we receive regular updates and advise from the Health Protection Agency (HPA).   Symptoms of swine flu are similar to normal flu and may include fever, sore throat, shortness of breath, chill, loss of appetite and lethargy.  If your child shows these symptoms, phone your GP from home to seek advice.  Do not bring your child to pre-school.  MM will request that children who do not appear well are fetched from pre-school.  Normal hygiene procedures, with extra vigilance, will continue to be followed to prevent the spread of infection – ie handwashing, use and disposal of tissues, encouraging children to cover their mouth when coughing or sneezing.  For further information and regular updates refer to the following:~

www.hpa.org.uk
www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk
www.direct.gov.uk/swineflu
0800 1513513 (nat info line)

 Dates for your diary

30 Sept

Photographer at MM (see 



letter)

Half term
26 – 30 Oct 

4 Dec

Parent consultations 9.30-11



No regular session

8 Dec

Xmas concert dress rehearsal



(details to follow)

9 Dec

Xmas performance



(details to follow)

15 Dec

Nursery leavers outing to 



pantomime 

16 Dec

Party for afternoon group



during session

18 Dec

Party for main group.



Last day of term.
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